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PINE PEAKS 
RETREAT AND 


EVENT CENTER 


This is a unique Destination Wedding Resort of magnificent 
surroundings in the middle of the Brainerd Lakes area. We provide 
an easy and relaxing experience for you, and offer exceptional 
service for a stress free, perfect three to four day experience. 
Our on-site Retreat Lodge will house up to twenty-five members 
of the Wedding Party or families. Our Event Center has 


everything you will need for your wedding. One visit to our 


gorgeous facility and we know you'll fall in love. 


PINE PEAKS LODGE 


AND SUITES 


We have partnered with Pine Peaks Lodge and Suites, 
a boutique Hotel just six miles away in beautiful downtown 


Crosslake for out of town wedding guests. 


While other wedding venues are 
collecting dust We are collecting awards! 


MAUCIERTS WEDSAFE Your Wedding freuramee Specialises” 
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| 2014 Pick 


DIAMOND AWARDS 
OUTSTANDING 


/ЕУЕМТ VENUE 


WWE 


PEOPLE'S CHOICE 2015 


Pine Peaks Event Center 
39957 Swanburg Road South, Pine River, MN 56474 


Next to Crosslake MN This award is our most 
E recent and very prestigious BRIDE'S CHOICE COUPLES CHOICE COMPLEK CICS COUPLES’ CHOICE 
612 986-6800 from The Mpls & St. Paul Awards Awards Awards Awards 
www. Pinepeakseventcenter.com Magazine for the best 


Wedding Venue in MN. 2013 2014 2015 2016 


ON-SITE & OFF-SITE CATERING 


WEDDING RECEPTIONS | REHEARSAL DINNERS | CORPORATE EVENTS | HOLIDAY PARTIES 


DOWNTOWN MINNEAPOLIS | ATLASCATERS.COM | 612.338.4700 


TRADITIONAL @ Now-IRApriTIONAL @ Arwavs EXCEPTIONAL 


amazing bridal preparation room | breathtaking ceremonies | stylish cocktail hours 
unforgettable receptions | relaxing next day brunches. | devoted planning specialists 


SIE 


651-292-9292 | saintpaulhotel.com | 800-292-9292 


Rest, Relax, Have fun 


3 pools (2 outdoor & 1 indoor) Indoor play area 
2 turfed play yards (1 for large Doggie Daycare and 
dogs and 1 for small dogs) Individual Care 


Cat boarding available in our Kitty Kingdom 


$20 off any service 


Bring this ad in to redeem discount 


Specialty boarding for those with special needs 
Therapy swimming pool 

Large comfortable suites 

Indoor play area 


952-361-9663 


2910 82nd St., Chanhassen, MN 55317 
www.thecanineclubandspa.com 


Lancer Catering's experienced professionals will 
execute your event with uncompromising excellence. 
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1026 Washington Ave 5, Suite 100 • Minneapolis 


frameworth 


QUALITY CUSTOM FRAMIN 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 

from American Family. 


— Dawn Bartell Agency 
American Family Mutual li G ıd its Subsidiari i 
AMERICAN FAMILY A т chon Sand leuc Compa Mai 4649 Bloomington Avenue 
| INSURANCE | 


Home Office - Madison, WI 53783 Minnea olis, MN 
© М American Family Insurance Company P 4 
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All your protection under one roof * Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 


wwwamfam.com © 2008 612.333.5554 


Consider a U.S. Bank Home Equity Line of 
Credit for your next project. With competitive 
rates and flexible payment options, lasting 
home improvements could be within reach. 


Call 800.209.BANK (2265), visit a local 
branch, or go to usbank.com/dreambig. 


the POWER of POSSIBLE. (T3bank 


A Loan approval is subject to credit approval and program guidelines. Not all loan programs are available in all states for all loan amounts. Interest rates and program terms are subject 
EQUAL HOUSING to change without notice. Visit usbank.com to learn more about U.S. Bank products and services. Mortgage and Home Equity products are offered by U.S. Bank National Association. 
LENDER Deposit products are offered by U.S. Bank National Association. Member FDIC. ©2016 U.S. Bank 160474 8/16 
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Creating beautiful homes for beautiful families 
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Call me when you 
need legal help. 


Practice areas: Real Estate, Contracts, 
Litigation, Estate Planning, 
Collections and more.... 


HELTZER 
e LAW OFFICE, LLC 


101 E. STH STREET, #2626 
ST. PAUL, MN 55101 
651-330-8508 


WWW.HELTZERLAW.COM 
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brick home is the perfect place to live 
and entertain your friends. 2 Fireplaces, 
custom library, hardwood floors and 
architectural details abound. Walk to 
the Village and restaurants. 
$489,000 
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* Eye diseases such as glaucoma and macular degeneration 
* Annual eye examinations 


* Contact lens fittings 
* Experts in eye health and nutrition 


Dr. David Bane 
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THE KING OF DIAMONDS 


1717 NORTH LEXINGTON AVE | ROSEVILLE, MN 55113 | 651-488-0365 
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OUR LAVENDER 


FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDY LIEN 


ENDLESS LOVE 


I went to a wedding a couple weekends ago. It was an idyllic cusp-of- 
fall day at Mayowood Stone Barn in Rochester. The whole afternoon and 
evening seemed like it granted the couple an extra-long golden hour, 
when the sun hits everything just right. The choices of songs and read- 
ings struck my fancy perfectly with a nice mix of current affairs, social 
commentary, romance, and spirituality, while there was plenty of fun to 
be had with a taco bar, a mish-mash of colorful cake selections, and a 
retro VW Blue Bus Photo Booth parked outside the barn that used to 
belong to the Mayo family of Mayo Clinic fame. What struck me that af- 
ternoon is that the wedding was perfect for my preferences as a 39-year- 
old in 2016. The rituals were present, the event pulled in the traditional 
and the trendy, the readings resonated with my more mature mind and 
heart, and it was obvious that the couple was celebrating the fact that 
they had, as they put it in their vows, found their “person” in each other. 
There was a timelessness to the affair and an endlessness to the love. 

When I was younger, it seemed that a wedding would be the begin- 
ning of a to-do list: house, pet, kids, retirement, death. As I'm getting 
older, my checklist might be down to just one thing: someone to hang 
out with for the rest of my life. A beloved who doesn't have to do or be 
anything but mine. Less of a checklist love, more of a steadfast love. 


And if a wedding that makes that bond official can somehow capture the 
endlessness of our love today, tomorrow, and forever with golden-hour 
aplomb, I'll consider myself and my beloved to be particularly fortunate. 

This wedding issue has a mish-mash of traditional and trendy. I’m 
thrilled to present a large section of Real Weddings, because seeing 
people in this community commit themselves to each other is something 
of which ГЇЇ never tire. You celebrating your love in your own ways with 
your people is what makes each of these wedding issues a public record 
of sorts; evidence of both what makes this community unique as well as 
an archive of how you did it for those who follow your steps. Also in this 
issue, we talk about new practices in throwing more casual events, we 
show off new trends with the most delectable and decor-oriented cook- 
ies, and we talk to two couples who married each other after taking their 
time, whether due to life's circumstances or legalities or a mixture of all 
sorts of things. But, their love waited. And their bonds will last. And their 
love will be endless. 

While weddings and events change with time and trend, we'll always 
have endless love as the goal, the hope, the ever-after. 

With you and with love, 

Andym 


HIV+? 

On treatment? 
CD4 not going up? 
Join a study at the University of Minnesota 
that is using an innovative new therapy to 


boost CD4 cells and restore normal immunity. 


Call today and see if you qualify. 


612-625-7472 
hiv.umn.edu 


UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
Driven to Discover" 
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BRING IN THIS AD FOR $50 OFF OF 
YOUR PURCHASE OF $250 OR MORE 


silver, stainless steel, gemstones 
and pearls lets you be your own 
designer. From a ring to a necklace 


pieces and discs, the possibilities 
are endless. 


1041 Grand Ave, St. Paul 
Phone: 651.330.0545 
www.es1876stpaul.com 


Interchangeable fine jewelry in gold, 


to a braclet, combined with center- 
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Attorneys Proudly Serving the LGBTO Community and all Allies. 


| fight for 


AUTO & WORK INJURIES - FAMILY LAW - IMMIGRATION 


CALL US FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 
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BY RACHELLE MAZUMDAR, OW NER OF STYLE-A 'CHITECTS WEDDINGS + EVENTS 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY MELISSA HESSE, RIVETS AND ROSES 
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Everyone dreams of their wedding being an amazing party for their couples are opting to avoid the formality and tradition of sit-down cer- 
family and friends, but how they achieve this can vary drastically. As | emonies and dinners and are choosing instead to host ceremonies in the 
a wedding planner, I hear directly from guests how delighted they are round and free-flowing receptions instead. 
when couples change things up and I'm definitely seeing a shift. Many 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16 
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BEAT THE WINTER RUSH. 


on a new premium furnace. 


Not valid with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. 
Installation must be completed by 11/8/16. 


24-point performance furnace tune-up 


Expires 11/8/16. Not valid with any other offer. 
Offer does not apply to Smart Club membership. 


Call 612-503-8090 or visit 
standardheating.com today. 


STANDARD 


& AIR CONDITIONING 


SELECT/sur faces 


EXCELLENCE IN SURFACING 


CAMBRIA 


LIVE ELEGANT 
SELECTSURFACES.COM 
2800 FAIRVIEW AVE. N. | ROSEVILLE, MN 55113 | 651-483-1576 


1 Hour 
— Massage РИ, 
کے‎ 
—€ustom Facial 197/72 
— $405 


—— 


952.995.9595 | MassageRetreat.com MASSAGE 
EDEN PRAIRIE | EDINA | MAPLE GROVE RETREAT & SPA 


PLYMOUTH | SAVAGE | SHOREVIEW | WOODBURY Open 7 Days A Week 


*|ntroductory session, non-peak offer. Offer ends Oct. 31, 2016. Restrictions may apply. 
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CEREMONIES IN THE ROUND 

Ceremonies are getting shorter and shorter with few (if any) read- 
ings, little music, and a singular focus on sharing the story of the couple 
and reciting heartfelt vows. Because of shorter ceremonies, many cou- 
ples are opting to host their ceremonies as stand-up ceremonies in the 
round. Not only is this setup more intimate and removes the awkward- 
ness (for some) of being the center of attention during a processional 
and recessional, but it helps the budget, too! You don’t have to rent, 
setup, and tear down ceremony chairs and it allows you to immediately 
transition the space from ceremony to cocktails without having to rear- 
range the room. Hosting your ceremony on the dance floor, if you have 
one, and using the same room for your reception increases venue op- 
tions and decreases room rental costs (savings which you can potentially 
apply elsewhere). There are so many additional and unique spaces to 
consider when you only need one room instead of two. 

But with these informal ceremonies, what do guests do when they 
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arrive and how do you transition to the ceremony and then to the recep- 
tion? That is where free-flowing receptions come into play. 


FREE-FLOWING RECEPTION 

What is it? 

Free-flowing receptions skip the formality and rigidity of a sit-down 
dinner and enable guests to move about and mingle throughout the en- 
tire night. Whereas sit-down dinners require two hours for dinner ser- 
vice, larger venues and a table, chair, linens and centerpiece for every 
guest, free-flowing receptions allow you to work within smaller spaces 
and perhaps put some of that saved money toward non-traditional seat- 
ing options such as lounge groupings and low cocktail tables, creating 
a more intimate, comfortable, and relaxed environment for your guests. 


What does it look like? 
Start the party off right away and host a cocktail reception prior to the 
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4330 Nicollect Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 
612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 MN LIC #BC378021 


wwrw.houseliftinc.com 


Integrity 


Experience’ 
Results * 


JERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Over 20 Years Experience їй 
Family Law | Criminal Defense 
Employment Law 3 
3009 Holmes Ave. S. * Minneapoli i 
(612) 822-0865 1 
www.jerryaburg.com 


E REMODELER YOU CAN TRUST 


NICOLLET: 


y 


JOIN US FOR 


HAPPY HOUR 
8-10AM or 3-6PM 
WEEKDAYS 


$2 OFF Cocktails on Tap & Appetizers 
$5 Big Ol' Mimosa or Bloody Mary 

$4 Premium Rails 

$3 All Pints on Tap & House Wine 

$1 OFF Craft Cocktails 


1428 NICOLLET AVENUE • MINNEAPOLIS 
612-399-MALT (6258) 
WWW. THENICOLLETDINER.COM 
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ceremony. Offer passed hors d’oeuvres to take the edge off any hunger. 
This works especially well if your ceremony is on a Friday and guests 
are either fighting traffic to get there on time or just want that drink to 
unwind after a long work week. It’s a pleasant surprise for guests and 
cues them to the fact that this wedding is going to be unlike any other! 

Roughly 45 to 60 minutes in, have your officiant instruct guests to 
gather in a circle around you for the ceremony. Keep the ceremony to no 
longer than 15 minutes. Following the kiss, consider having servers pass 
champagne to your guests for an impromptu toast. Welcome your guests 
and fill them in on the evening’s activities. 

Move into more passed appetizers and open food stations. Offering 
both alleviates the rush toward the food stations and keeps the mingling 
and flow of guests through the space comfortable. Keep the surprises 
coming throughout the evening to keep guests engaged and entertained. 


What are the keys to success? 

Having planned this style of reception many times, let me share with 
you the keys to success. 

1. Make sure you have seating for roughly 75 percent of your guests. 
This can take the form of dinner tables, lounge groupings, stools at high- 
tops and low cocktail tables. Though you may likely want to consolidate 
the dining tables, the remaining seating should be scattered throughout 
the space. If you are going to do lounge groupings, I always suggest at 
least two groupings so it doesn’t look like an afterthought. 

2. Spread out the food stations so guests are not concentrated in areas 
but are rather utilizing the entire space throughout the event. 

3. Place the dance floor in the center of the room. This is where 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 таў» 


All the choices you need in health care 
are here. UCare Choices? plans offer 
coverage for young adults, families, 
empty nesters and everyone in 
between, from a leader in Minnesota 
health care. 


Find out more at UCareChoices.org. 
Or give us a call at 612-676-6606. 
Choose well. Choose UCare Choices. 


UCAREChoices 
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Catering by Al Vento 


Have your next event at Al Vento or 
bring Italian to the table at your next 
event. For pricing or booking contact 

KatieGalventorestaurant.com 


HAPPY HOUR 
4-6PM MONDAY- FRIDAY 
$2 off apps, $3 off pizzas, $2 off pints, 
$8 specialty cocktails, 
1/2 price Wine Bottles 


5001 34th Ave. S. 
Sunday-Thursday 4:00-9:00PM 
Friday-Saturday 4:00-10:00pm 

alventorestaurant.com 

612.724.3009 
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Great apeiencoat the 
Park Taven/ 


* Company Parties & Meetings 
* Kids Bowling Parties 

* Sporting Events 

* Family Gatherings 

* All Occasion Gatherings 


LOOKING FOR A E 
GREAT WAY TO TOP | 
OFF YOUR MEAL? | 


FRESH PIES brought in 
weekly from The Pie Place 
in Grand Marais! 


Let us accommodate your 
upcoming festivity! Dates 
are booking fast! Please 
call 952-929-6810 for 
more information. Find us 


= online parktavern.net 
Come on in. Sip, Savor and stay a while. 


3545 Douglas Drive North 
uem (763) 535-9373 


we DINEIN & TAKEAWAY em. 


3401 Louisiana Ave S 
St Louis Park, MN 
avern (952) 929-6810 


eat+drink*bowl+party www.parktavern.net 
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Love knows 
no border. 


Immigration is still complicated. We 
have years of experience working 
with same-sex bi-national couples 
to help obtain immigration status 
and keep you together. 


Angela Bortel 


Owner and 
Managing Attorney 


Angela Bortel was selected as a 
2013 & 2014 “Rising Star” among 
Immigration Lawyers by 
Super Lawyers. 


*Please see the Super Lawyer's site for selection criteria. 


THE BORTEL FIRM, LLC 


825 Nicollet Mall, Ste. 811 Mpls, MN 55402 • info@bortelfirm.com * www.bortelfirm.com • 612.388.3366 
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FOXY FINERY 
FOR YOUR 
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НОМЕ. 


Interior design services 
and retail boutique 


803 Bielenberg Drive 
Suite 101 
Woodbury, MN 55125 


651-219-4597 


__ www.merrimentadornments.com 


THE GREAT ESTATE 


SEE THE LARGEST FINE ESTATE SELECTION OF THE YEAR. 


TWO DAYS ONLY! 


MON. Oct. 24th & TUES. Oct. 25th 
10AM - 8PM 


Featuring authentic signed creations 
by World-Renowned Designers. 


We invite you to bring in your 
no-longer-worn fine jewelry. 
Our on-site experts can assist 
you in determining the best 
disposition for your treasures. 
(By appointment please.) 


Visit sjewelers.com to preview our 
exquisite styles of Estate jewelry. 


SCHEHERAZADE JEWELERS 


Galleria е 69th & France * Edina 
sjewelers.com % 952-926-2455 


Items shown subject to prior sale. 
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the energy is and having it in the center 
ensures no corner of the room gets too 
sleepy. 

4. Plan for transitions throughout the 
night. Whereas sit-down dinners have a ca- 
dence to them that people expect (ceremo- 
ny followed by one-hour cocktail reception, 
two-hour dinner, and three hours of danc- 
ing}, free-form receptions are a new format 
to most people. After about 90 minutes, 
guests are going to wonder what’s next 
to keep their interest and energy flowing. 
Therefore, plan to transition your event ev- 
ery 90 minutes or so. Here are a few ideas: 

Food: Transition from food stations to 

a dessert station to a late night snack 

station. 

Music: Transition styles of music from 

cocktail music to more upbeat tempos 

suitable for dancing. Or, transition from 

DJ/iPod cocktail music to a band or vice 

versa. 

Activities: Open up alternative activities 

throughout the night such as a whiskey 

station, a photo booth, games, or pool 
tables and darts (which can easily be 
rented). 

5. Communicate with guests so they 
know what to expect. Create signage near 
the entrance to the event which outlines 
the flow of the evening. It sets the tone for 
the evening and lets guests know what to 
expect. 

To do it right, this reception format re- 
quires proper forethought and planning, 
but we are always happy to work with you 
to create your unique wedding. Your guests 
will be thrilled that you made the effort to 
give them a new and memorable experi- 
ence. B 


Style-Architects Weddings + Events is a 
boutique event design and planning agency 
located in the North Loop district of Minne- 
apolis. 

www.style-architectsweddings.com 
rachelle(dstyle-architectsweddings.com 
612-326-9020 
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HOTEL * RESTAURANT * BAR 


Booking and rates available at 
www.gaicatering.com 
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THE COOKIE CREATIVE 


MANIPULATING ICING 


BY SHANE LUECK | PHOTOGRAPHY BY CORI ROBINSON 


Everyone has a memory related to cookies. Whether it’s dunking Ore- 
os in milk when you were little or watching your grandma make Christmas 
cookies, somewhere in your memory is an event involving cookies. 

Holly Nolan’s dad was a cartoonist and her mom was constantly bak- 
ing cookies and cakes. “Getting into cake decorating really married the 
skills and passions I learned from my parents,” she reflects. 

Nolan had been decorating Christmas cookies since she was a kid, but 
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it wasn’t until she started doing cookies and cupcakes for her daughters’ 
birthdays that she began getting requests for orders. When she started 
her own company (Pipeline Cookie Company) in Hawaii in 2009, she says, 
“I decided to only offer cookies because it was what I enjoyed most.” 

Cori Robinson has been in love with cake and cookie decorating 
since she was a little girl. “It’s the funniest thing — Holly and I share 
the very same story of going to McGlynns Bakery as kids and watching 
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the cake decorators work through the 
bakery front glass while our moms 
would shop,” she remembers. “I could 
have stood there for hours; I found 
the process so hypnotic. At that time, 
I knew that manipulating icing in that 
way was something I wanted to learn.” 

Decorating cookies as gifts for 
friends and family for years, Robinson 
dreamed of how to turn it into a busi- 
ness one day. “I really hadn’t seen many 
options for royal icing cookies in the 
Twin Cities so I thought the idea had 
potential,” she says. “When I moved to 
the A-Mill Artist Lofts, I found myself 
in such a supportive creative commu- 
nity and it was actually one of our first 
events as a community, specifically the 
Maker’s Market held last December 
that inspired me to take the leap and 
officially start The Cookie Creative.” 

For Robinson and Nolan, the story 
could have been one of great rivalry, 
but when they met on Instagram they 
decided to make it a story of partner- 
ship. As their website says, Robin- 
son had just started The Cookie Cre- 
ative, and Holly’s business needed 
re-branding after relocating from Ha- 
waii. They both needed help to grow. 
Nolan reached out to Robinson, they 
met (and hit it off instantly), and were 
soon married — their businesses, 
that is. The Cookie Creative officially 
became a duo in July 2016. 

Having met through Instagram 
and having a pretty big following on 
the social media site, the duo agrees 
that Instagram has played a pretty 
big role in their business. Robinson 
divulges, “I’m probably Instagram’s 
biggest fan; in the beginning, it was 
the only marketing platform I used for 
The Cookie Creative and it’s amazing 
how it’s helped our business grow. I 
would say that at least 85 percent of 
our customers have found us because 
of the app. There’s really a community 
there that’s connected us to so many 
wonderful people and fellow creatives 
around the Twin Cities and beyond. 
I still get sort of awe struck when I 
think about it; I’m truly grateful.” 

Nolan agrees, adding, “My Insta- 
gram presence was pretty new when 
I found Cori. I had never felt a fear 
of the ‘competition’ before I saw her 
work and instantly wanted to get to 
know her. Even with my relatively 
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new Instagram account I was sur- 
prised at how many local people were 
finding me through not just my own 
posts, but customers sharing their 
custom orders and tagging me/us.” 

Citing a fantastic and supportive 
creative community on the social net- 
working site, Nolan says, “There are 
definitely posts that garner more at- 
tention than others (baby themes, for 
some reason, are always a huge hit). 
I think that our work stands out from 
others because we aim for big impact 
with simple effort.” 

Hand-rolled, buttery and deli- 
cious, these cookies are baked in 
small batches and completely made 
from scratch. Each cookie is then 
hand-decorated and topped with a 
sweet layer of royal icing. There is 
a quality to hand-piped cookies that 
you're just never going to find from 
anything mass-produced. Creating 
custom orders, something custom 
tailored for each client, really makes 
each order unique and personal. 

^[ have this obsession with quality 
and it's important to me that every 
cookie we decorate is eye-catching 
and beautiful," Robinson says. "When 
Holly and I decorate together, we 
throw on some music or just talk to 
one another, like really have a conver- 
sation, something real. I find that in 
working in that environment, it's easy 
to achieve this level of flow with the 
decorating that really yields a quality 
product. The entire process is about 
an experience and I think that's what 
makes our products stand out." 

But other than being pretty, the 
cookies have to stand up to the taste 
test, which is why they only use the 
best ingredients. “People often tell us 
that they're 'too pretty to eat' but, re- 
ally, please eat them!" Nolan laughs. 
"Real butter and vanilla and the rich 
yolks from free-range eggs really do 
create a more flavorful cookie." 

The Cookie Creative only uses but- 
ter from cows not treated with rBHT 
and eggs from free-range chickens. 
'These women like to keep the ingre- 
dients simple: butter, eggs, flour, and 
sugar in the perfect ratios for the per- 
fect melt-in-your-mouth cookie. 

“In my opinion, when animals are 
raised humanely, they give us this beau- 
tiful gift of not only increased nutrition 
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but also a richness of flavor that isn't found in butter and eggs sourced from 
conventional farming practices," Robinson says. "It was always important to 
me to carry that over into The Cookie Creative and it's important to me that 
our customers can taste the difference in our product." 

"Rather than the repetition and monotony of mass-producing a few 
designs, I really enjoy the process of working with clients to create some- 
thing custom," Nolan says. The process begins when most customers 
submit a quote request online with some basic information. While some 
people know exactly what they're looking for (even bringing in some 
Pinterest inspiration to replicate), some leave the creativity up to the 
decorators and just ask for a general theme. 

Cookies can be booked with as little as two weeks notice, but for wed- 
dings, Nolan says there's really not a time that's too soon to start plan- 
ning. “Just being Cori and myself, unfortunately there are times that we 
can't accept orders," she says. "Six to twelve months in advance would 
definitely secure your order on our calendar." 
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Wedding creations run the gamut of designs: everything from indi- 
vidually hand-piped royal icing succulents to personalized, monogrammed 
cookies for favors to simple and elegant hexagon cookies with a gold-splash. 
"Working with royal icing gives us a lot of flexibility to use a variety of deco- 
rating techniques to turn our client's vision into reality," Robinson says. 

Looking for something a little extra? What about a cookie decorating 
workshop that's perfect for a shower or bachelor/ette party? The Cookie 
Creative is more than happy to share their talents in a workshop setting. 
“We'll also be offering a holiday decorating workshop in November so 
you can really hone your decorating skills before December," Robinson 
says. "Keep an eye on our Instagram for details!" m 


THE COOKIE CREATIVE 
www.thecookiecreative.com 
Instagram: (dthe cookie creative 
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Sometimes it’s love at first sight. But sometimes love 
takes its sweet time, simply waiting for the right moment 
to appear, gradually developing without fanfare or a sud- 
den rush of clarity. For Alisha Linnea Nehring and Kata 
Garrison, their romance hid in plain sight for years and 
developed slowly through a mix of magical and difficult 
moments, proving their love to be a delicate balance of 
reality and “shiny, sparkly stardust.” 

Kata and Alisha initially met in the early 2000s when 
they both were part of the Drag and Debauchery troupe 
at Lucy’s. Though they can’t remember an exact initial 
meeting “due to the debauchery of the time,” an intro- 
duction occurred at a New Year’s Eve party in 2004. But 
that New Year didn’t bring romance for the two, and it 
wasn’t until 2009 when the couple connected again. 

After meeting up a few times at gatherings, their mu- 
tual friend (and eventual bridesmaid) Mina flew to town 
and gave Alisha the perfect opportunity to ask Kata for a 
date. Though Kata later tried to get out of the brunch date, 
the duo finally had their first date at a cozy restaurant on 
Selby Avenue in St. Paul in early October of 2009. After eat- 
ing, they walked around the neighborhood and watched 
the Twin Cities marathoners race down Summit Avenue. 

The couple’s first year together was easy and fun, full 
of laughter and good times. Kata, an artist and bartend- 
er extraordinaire, seemed to provide the perfect balance 
for Alisha, who is an attorney. Alisha fell for Kata’s gen- 
erous smile and large laughter, and she calls Kata “the 
anchor to my heart and home when I am trying to run 
off the cliffs of dreams and possibility.” Kata’s cooking 
skills also sweetened the deal; “My belly and heart are 
full!” Alisha exclaims. 

Kata was drawn to Alisha’s loyal and loving nature. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 32 


BACCHUS 


WINE & SPIRITS 


——————— Wine, beer, spirits and more! Wines i | ^ | i : 
from Apothic to Opus Опе. Beers from 2. is spoken here 
Coors Light to Surly limited release. А 

Spirits from Windsor Canadian to 


The Balvenie. 


BALLROOM 
h Blak odi 


www.greysolonballroom.com 
Destination Duluth, MN . #218.722.7466 


Make Bacchus your stop for wine, 
beer, spirit and advice. 


1077 Highway 96 W * Shoreview, MN 55126 


THE GRAND HOTEL 
cem 


WE'VE ALWAYS BEEN 


US 
ON YOUR SIDE. NOW LET 


STAND AT YOUR SID Es 
о DAY LIKE YOUR 


THERE 15 № 


We 2 y To learn more about ceremonies, celebrations or lovefests with Kimpton, visit 


Ec стау TRUE TO Ү А 
[ or email 


KI M PTON’ hotels & restaurants 800.KIMPTON • KIMPTONHOTELS.COM/LGBT е HRC100% 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 31 


She adds, “Ask anyone who knows Alisha; you could not ask for a bet- 
ter defender or supporter." Kata also loves that “the same woman who 
works within the confines of law and justice also has a policy of 'shiny 
sparkly stardust' and 'ask the universe' when the future is uncertain." 

But they were soon faced with several challenges, and had to consid- 
er whether it was possible, or even desirable, to navigate those challeng- 
es together. As the couple made the conscious decision to work through 
their challenges, they realized they were both seriously committed to 
each other: “It was only when we were able to look at each other through 
tears and frustration and 'know' that we would never separate despite the 
urge to run that we both knew we were in it for good." 

Throughout the years, the couple has grown stronger by support- 
ing each other as individuals. Alisha appreciates that Kata *encourages 
me to grow and helps me develop my strengths while navigating my 
faults." In turn, Kata loves that Alisha fights for her beliefs and doesn't 
sugar-coat anything, adding that she needs Alisha's “balance of honesty 
and reassurance in my life." Kata appreciates how Alisha pushes her to 
expand her boundaries all while loving “the things about me that I think 
are unimportant and sees me for who I am." 

When it came to conversations about marriage, the fun-loving couple 
relied on their realistic and rational sides: both Kata and Alisha strug- 
gled with how a “heteronormative paradigm" such as marriage could be 
reconciled with their queer identities, so they had to unpack what mar- 
riage and a wedding would mean for them. 

Kata explains, “We grew up in a culture where marriage was not an 
option. It was hard to wrap our head around what that looked like for 
us individually and together. Minnesota legalized marriage at the same 
time the benefits of marriage became tangible for us." Through care- 
ful consideration, the couple decided to go forward with a wedding, but 
their wedding definitely occurred on their own terms, with a balance of 
tradition and their own unique aesthetic. 

When planning their wedding, the couple had a few key elements in 
mind: Alisha wanted an evening wedding in a flower garden, and Kata 
wanted a dance floor and a large space to accommodate their guests. But 
they knew they had to be flexible and practical with their vision, espe- 
cially for a fall wedding when weather is unpredictable. 

The duo easily decided on the Historic Washington County Court- 
house in Stillwater, which offered a beautiful view of the river and the 
opportunity to incorporate their vision. Whimsical, yet practical, the loca- 
tion lent itself well to an outdoor ceremony and an indoor reception. The 
classic beauty of the venue needed very little additional decoration, and 
a Sunday event was affordable and flexible. The couple chose to marry 
on Oct. 11, 2015, five years after their first date. 

When it came to expressing their aesthetic and identity as a couple, 
the pair saw the power (and fun) of claiming a classic aesthetic to express 
their queer identity. Alisha and Kata expressed the importance of ensuring 
that everyone felt comfortable and welcome: "Staying traditional was the 
basis that everyone could relate to, but we wanted all our people (wedding 
party or guest) to feel entirely themselves. Being artistic and appreciative 
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of performance, we love the production of dressing up.” By queering a 
classic aesthetic, the couple thoroughly “embraced the fancy!” 

Following Alisha’s desire for a nighttime garden wedding, every tiny 
detail evoked a 1920s jazz-inspired midnight garden (with a bit of “shiny, 
sparkly stardust” thrown in for good measure). With the help from the 
florist and the flowers available at the farmer’s market, the couple was 
able to develop a color palate that reflected their ideal aesthetic. The col- 
or scheme incorporated rich jewel tones with flashes of gold, balanced 
by more neutral, earthy hues. 

The bridal party looked fabulous in vintage-inspired formalwear. 
Bridesmaids donned individually selected Adrianna Papell dresses in a 
variety of neutral colors (with sparkle and pizzazz, of course), and the 
“bro-maids” wore black velvet jackets and charcoal gray pants. Alisha 
looked stunning in a simple, elegant bridal gown that lent itself well to 
dancing, and Kata’s wine-colored velvet jacket added a splash of color 
that matched her joyful personality. 

Prior to their ceremony, Hennepin County Judge Carolina Lamas 
(whom Alisha clerks for) legally married the couple. But the duo had an 
even more familiar face officiate their wedding: Kata’s father. As a Meth- 
odist minister, Kata’s father officiated the weddings of her other siblings, 
and it was important for this tradition to continue for this celebration. 

The October ceremony was magical, but one surprise sticks out: the 
abundance of ladybugs. The day was unseasonably warm, and there 
were ladybugs everywhere. Kata recalls, “We attribute this blessing to 
Alisha’s great grandmother, as it was her birthday that day!” 

As expected, the couple threw an amazing reception with dancing and 
decadent food. The couple needed to accommodate several dietary re- 
strictions for themselves and their guests, so they chose to cater through 
Brasa Premium Rotisserie, a delicious and queer-friendly choice. Alisha 
adds, “We love to feed our people! We wanted to find a vendor who could 
allow us to break bread with everyone.” 

Bite-sized desserts were custom made by pastry chef Taylor Kollitz 
and played into the garden theme with fall-inspired colors and flavors. 
Guests nibbled on dark chocolate mini muffins with plum frosting, mini 
mango tarts, and decadent cranberry and chocolate macaroons. The 
little treats were also conscious of dietary restrictions, so everyone got 
to savor the sweetness. 

At the heart of all the festivities was the most important element: the 
couple’s friends and family. Their crew set up the venue and tended bar; 
friends pitched in for ceremony music and flower arrangements. The 
couple acknowledges that the wedding would not have happened with- 
out the assistance: “The sheer bliss that followed was a result of their 
outpouring of love. Our wedding was produced by the community we 
call family. Our marriage is dependent on their love and support. We 
count ourselves beyond lucky!” 

And lucky they are, for Kata and Alisha have each found someone 
to balance their unique gifts and celebrate their individual spirit. Side 
by side, they will continue to add sparkle to each other’s lives for many 
years to come. в 
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A compliment could change your life. Next time you 
like someone's necklace or sweater or hair or whatever, 
don't hesitate to tell them because they could end up be- 
ing the love of your life. 

That was the case for Jason Schuck and Christo- 
pher Wasilensky when they met at a friend’s birthday 
happy hour in 2005. Christopher touched Jason’s leg 
before saying, simply, “nice pants.” As Jason says, “it 
was all downhill from there.” 

“I wasn’t expecting to meet anybody other than new 
friends,” he continues. “We’re both very social people 
in hindsight, you meet all these people and don’t think 
about it, but there’s this guy and we just sort of clicked. 
In the following days we just kept talking and seeing 
each other. We were both dating other people at the time 
and a couple weeks later we just decided to not see other 
people and date each other.” 

Ten years later, July 8 of 2015, Christopher planned 
something special for their 10th anniversary of meet- 
ing. He had Jason meet him where they met, but un- 
beknownst to Jason, many of their friends would be 
there waiting. “I kept thinking, should I do it? Maybe I 
shouldn’t do it. But in the end I decided to just go for it,” 
Christopher recalls, referencing his nerves right before 
he proposed. “He’s just one of the nicest, kindest people 
I've met; he has a really big heart. He's like my biggest 
fan, always there for me." 

At the time, the pair were planning a 10-year an- 
niversary trip to Chicago for a few days later. “I was 
planning on proposing in Chicago," Jason laughs. *And 
about 20 of our friends were going to be there, but then 
he had already proposed. So we had about a day and 
half in Chicago before our friends showed up and then 
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it essentially just became an engagement party." 

Deciding on vendors for the wedding was quite simple for the cou- 
ple, who already knew plenty of friends in various industries. Notably, 
although Jason currently works in funeral services, he used to be part- 
time with a florist and was still in contact, making Bloomberry Floral a 
natural choice. 

According to Jason, the only hiccup in the planning process was de- 
ciding on the color of flowers. "The florist had known both of us for quite 
some time and sort of just winged it and brought [Christopher's] style 
and my style together," he says. “Christopher wanted something that 
was very white, I wanted something that was bright and cheery and a lot 
more vibrant color, so they blended the two together." 

Going through Country Cake Cupboard for the evening's cake was 
also because of a friendship, as was the decision to use the Wayzata 
Country Club as a venue. Jason was working a funeral one day when 
the florist stopped by with a delivery and told him to call Kathryn at the 
country club because she was interested in hosting the nuptials. 

“We weren't members," Jason says, “but I called Kathryn and she 
said ‘Oh no, we'd love to have you guys at the club.’ And after talk- 
ing about the financial components and all those sorts of things, they 
were actually cheaper than any place we had looked at. And she was so 
welcoming and so open to us and I'd known her for a long time, so it 
just worked that everything clicked to be there at the club with a lot of 
people we already knew." 

The same kind of serendipity and loving attention to detail occurred 
when the couple was shopping for rings as well. Sara at Commers Cus- 
tom Jewelers came highly recommended from two other couples that 
they had known. “The North Loop has a date night once a month,” Jason 
recalls. “We went out on date night and had stopped and she was just 
absolutely wonderful and easy to work with and it was another one of 
those perfect fits." 

"And then the photographer [from Elite Photography] actually photo- 
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REQUEST 
TWENTY SE 
ATH 
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graphed this really good friend of our’s wedding two years prior and we 
just fell in love with her at that wedding,” Christopher adds. “That was a 
no brainer. We called her and didn’t go anywhere else, we knew we were 
going to use her.” 

The involvement of friends and loved ones continued right into 
the attire for the evening. Bo Anderson at Tom James Company had 
worked with both of them creating clothing for their profession (Chris- 
topher works in realty). “It was great; he came to our house and he 
brought all sorts of fabric swatches with him,” Christopher says. “We 
looked and compared and contrasted and decided from there what we 
really wanted.” 

Deciding on navy rather than black, Jason adds that they wanted 
something a bit more formal, ultimately deciding on matching bespoke 
suits with unique shirts, ties, and vests. The coherent look allowed 
each man to showcase his own personality in front of the 172 guests 
at the wedding. 

Jason and Christopher were surrounded by love on the big day as 
Shawn, “a very dear friend of ours who we've known for a very long 
time" officiated the ceremony. “We knew that we wanted him to do that,” 
Jason says. “He knows our personalities very well and what we were 
both looking for. We only talked to him for maybe about an hour about 
what we were basically looking for and he wrote everything himself and 
really personalized everything to us and our relationship to him and the 
rest of our extended friends." 

Rather than going the traditional route of having parents walk them 
down the aisle, Jason and Christopher had their nieces give them away, 
while second cousins acted as flower girls and ring bearers. Their moth- 
ers showed their love and support by signing the marriage license. 

Jason remembers, ^We didn't have a wedding party, only because it's 
very hard to choose amongst your friends who's in and who's out, so to 
speak, so it was just the two of us with our officiant and all of our guests, 
surrounded by love." m 


ФУ 


Ы 


ОРЕ Weddings, Banquets 


GOLF CLUB 


www.prestwick.com and Golf; Oh My! 


9555 WEDGEWOOD DRIVE | WOODBURY, MN 55125 


aa be a 


St. Louis Park 
is just minutes 
from Downtown 
and Uptown 
Minneapolis! 


| There а a space reserved just 
for you in St. Тоша Park. 


St. Louis Park has a long history of welcoming diversity. Just like our о 
мне 4 St. Louis Park 
community, our private event facilities are just as unique. We have the space ү ) 
minnesota 
for your wedding, rehearsal dinner and bachelor or bachelorette party. 
ү қ : Comfovtabi ; 
We can also help you with hotel room blocks whether your event is held in Шы ly Close 
St. Louis Park or nearby. Great hotels, hip restaurants and unique spaces www.discoverstlouispark.com 
welcome you and your guests with open arms. Contact us for complimentary info@discoverstlouispark.com 


event assistance and for a free St. Louis Park event space guide. (952) 426-4047 
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TOM FLICKER 
& DEAN KETERI 


Photographer: Lumen Photography 
Wedding Date: September 5, 2015 
Dating Since: January 2002 
Location of Ceremony & Reception: 
Greysolon Ballroom, Duluth 
Wedding Coordinator: Tom 
Flowers: Saffron & Grey 
Cake: How Sweet It Is, Duluth 


p а». n us ы; 


"un wm 
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„и Make a lasting memory of your wedding 
“= onthe Scenic St. Croix River or at the 
Historic Afton House Inn 


WWW.STCROIXRIVERCRUISES.COM 
WWW.AFTONHOUSEINN.COM 
651-436-8883 


TOGETHER. 


Prime location, exceptional space and 
oncsite catering, so you can focus 
on what matters most, celebrating! 


NOW OPEN 


calhoun beach club 
with validated heated parking 


BARKERS 


ISLAND INN 


BARKERS 


WATERFRONT GRILLE 


stephen vincent design 


Reserve 715-392-7152 


Events 715-395-7810 : : 
300 Marina Drive | Superior, WI 4 2900 Thomas Ave.S Minneapolis 


barkersislandinn.com | 612-338-1481 -------- svstudio.com 
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KENDRA CURRY & 
JANINE VESPER 


Photographer: 

Ashley Berry, Ashley Berry Photography 
Wedding Date: September 26, 2015 
Dating Since: September 1998 
Location of Ceremony & Reception: 
Woodland Hill Winery 
Wedding Coordinator: 

Kellie Kubuoy, Rustic Elegance Weddings 
Flowers: 

Frank Bohlander and Mark Hall, Best Wishes Floral 
Cake: Distinctive Catering and Events 
Invitations: Invitations by Dawn 
Hair: Richard Staab, Salon Rouge 
Makeup: Jeffrey Dunn, Salon Rouge 
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THE INTERCONTINENTAL 
SAINT PAUL RIVERFRONT 


For more information: 
ental.com/stpaul 


E @intercontinentalstp.com | МТЕ RCO NTI N E NTAL 


651 605 0163 SAINT PAUL RIVERFRONT 


27017 CALENDAR OPEN NOW | WHOLE 
Nestled in the St. Croix Valley | Hilltop Venues | FOODS 


Seating for 500 | Bonfire Pit & S'mores | Yard Games MARKET 


Full Service Catering & Bar | AftonAlps.com 


*Contact Afton Alps for terms & restrictions. 


VAILRESORTS: wim.com 


VAIL | BEAVER CREEK | BRECKENRIDGE | KEYSTONE | PARK CITY | HEAVENLY 
NORTHSTAR | KIRKWOOD | WILMOT | AFTON ALPS | MT.BRIGHTON | PERISHER 
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KACI & LANE 
O'CONNELL 


Photographer: Tim Larson 
Wedding Date: April 23, 2016 
Dating Since: January 2013 
Location of Ceremony & Reception: 
Pine Peaks Event Center, Crosslake 
Flowers: Bloom Designs 
Cake: Simply Delicious MN 
Invitations: Minted + Jenn & Kate Koehler 
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BRIANA & JEANINE 
WROGE 


Photographer: Michelle Tanner Photography 
Wedding Date: May 14, 2016 
Dating Since: November 14, 2010 
Location of Ceremony: 

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church, Apple Valley 
Location of Reception: 
Southview Country Club, St. Paul 
Wedding Coordinator: Kristin Drakulic 
Flowers: Festivities 
Cake: Debbie Prasser 
Attire: JenMar Creations 
Hair: Sarah Dill 
Makeup: Jana Antony, Mary Kay 
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DARRYL DROZDIK 
& KYLE WILLIAMS 


Photographer: DnK Photography 
Wedding Date: July 9, 2016 
Dating Since: March 2004 
Location of Ceremony & Reception: Aster Cafe 
Wedding Coordinator: Kareem Murphy 
Flowers: Artemisia Studios 
Cake: Buttercream Cakes 
Hair: Men's Spa and Accolades Salon Spa 
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Never Allow A Window Salesman In Your Home 


т 


| 0W / 4//6 * Мо Pushy Salesman l | Je AEN 1 
n Your Home m U ; Я 7 relax... 


window quotes in 


+ Lifetime Glass - ل‎ mm 5 minutes! 
0 F Breakage Warranty Pa) Е | 


* No Down Payment 


L fA VE THE * No Pricing Games, Fake 


Discounts, or Price Drops 


FM oN ? (763)286-6871 | ZenWindowsTwinCities.com 
LJ 


a | | d a Ron Strychar, President 
" a & 952.914.7185 


ron@horizonagency.com 


100.7 £M + 104.5 FM CONNECTED ® connectedinsure.com 


теша сө Business and Personal 


AEST Insurance Solutions 


HORIZON 
RADIO - 


770.» 10071045 nglcc ^ 


-ж- + Real College Radio + = 


Holiday Inn 
& Suites 


Say 7% 
in Duluth 


d " 1 
200 West First Street | Duluth, MN 55802 
D u | uth 218-727-7492 | hiduluth.com 
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JOHNNY + LAWRENCE 


WE INVITE YOU TO CELEBRATE OUR М 


т 


JOHNNY + LAWRENCE 


JOHNNY DAU 
& LAWRENCE 
MORTENSON 


Photographer: Melissa Hesse, Rivets and Roses < 
Wedding Date: August 6, 2016 
Dating Since: 2001 
Location of Ceremony & Reception: 
Studio 1414 
Wedding Coordinator: 
Style-Architects Weddings + Events 
Flowers: Munster Rose 
Invitations: Spark Letterpress 
Food: Fabulous Catering 


A TASTE OF SAIGON 


VIETNAMESE STA TION 
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2 OUNTRY CLUB 


ALL YOU NEED IS LOVE 


Photos by 
Michelle Tanner 


FOR THE MOMENT OF A LIFETIME, CHOOSE A SETTING 
YOU'LL NEVER FORGET. SOUTHVIEW COUNTRY CLUB 
IS THE PERFECT SETTING FOR YOUR SPECIAL DAY. 
EXCHANGE VOWS IN A BEAUTIFUL OUTDOOR 
CEREMONY SET AGAINST A LUSH GREEN BACKDROP 


Proudly supporting your journey 
to parenthood. 


Free Sperm Donor 
Information 


Yobank 


Call Now 
And Receive a 


$100 Gift Card 


(to use towards a donor vial purchase) 


Call 800-338-8407 


and receive 
your $100 Gift Card 


Offer Expires 12.31.16 
Limit (1) $100 gift card per vial order 


AND CELEBRATE YOUR RECEPTION IN AN ELEGANT 


CLUBHOUSE WITH BREATHTAKING VIEWS. The Trusted Choice for Donor Sperm 


LET'S US HELP PLAN YOUR SPECIAL DAY. 
De Anna Paulette, Director of Catering & Sales 
651-233-5895 or Catering@southviewcc.com 


WWW.SOUTHVIEWCC.COM 


800-338-8407 
www.fairfaxcryobank.com 


Client pickup available at our St. Paul location 


Ж 53 WO) 3NITNO4WOLS 


OCT 18-25, 2016 ORDWAY.ORG 


651.224.4222 ТТҮ651.282.5100 
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BOBBI JO KRIEG 
& SHARON ABEL 


Photographer: Charnell Timms Photography 
Wedding Date: August 13, 2016 
Dating Since: September 2012 
Location of Ceremony & Reception: 
Columbia Manor, Minneapolis 
Wedding Coordinator: Dana of Keyed Up Events 
Flowers: Whole Foods Floral 
Cake: Dairy Queen 
Hair: Rae of Vizi Salon 


Sh aren < 
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FOR YOUR WEDDING, The Best-Wedding Events... 
WE'RE YOUR PERFECT MATCH On Ee Mimagetonka & ississ ipo River! 


TOP IT WITH A PERFECT RADISSON RECEPTION Paradise Charter Cruises 
Your dream wedding & reception await you in our stunning ballroom БАЕВ MINNETONKA + MISSISSIEEL RIVER 


* Incredible Friday, Saturday or Sunday wedding & reception packages 
Dedicated staff to provide superb cocktail & dining services 

* Our event space accommodates 400 guests 

* Outdoor Courtyard is a perfect spot for intimate ceremonies 


Radisson Hotel Roseville , 

2540 М. Cleveland Ave. 

Roseville, MN 55113 a AS b к 
651-636-4567 2 - 
1-800-333-3333 А е 
www.radisson.com/rosevillemn 


RADISSON HOTEL ROSEVILLE 
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AMANDA *LOTHY" & 
= ANNA LOTH-GRESSER 


Photographer: Amy Smith, Amy Mae Photography 
Wedding Date: August 14, 2016 
Dating Since: May 18, 2014, friends since 2009 
Location of Ceremony & Reception: 514 Studios 
Wedding Coordinator: Maven at 514 Studios 
Flowers: Marilyn Gresser (Anna's mom) 
Cake: Donuts by Granny Donuts 
Food: Black Sea Restaurant 


Makeup: Andrea Reis 


Call the Doubletree by Hilton 
Bloomington — Minneapolis South 
for your WEDDING CELEBRATION! 
We are delighted to be your partner in 
planning from the beginning to the end. 


* Rehearsal Dinners 

* Ceremonies 

* Indoor & Outdoor Event Space 
* Wedding Receptions 

* Cocktail Receptions 


Contact us at 952-893-8430 


7800 Normandale Boulevard • Bloomington, MN 55439 


kxkxxxxk 


“FUN HOME MOVES YOU 
TO YOUR FOUNDATION.” 


- New York Daily News 


DOUBLETREE 


Make sure your business, 
organization or event is part of 


LAVENDER's 2017 


PRIDE PAGES 
DIRECTORY 
LAVENDER 


H A t 
Minnesota's annual GLBT guide featuring 


GLBT-friendly businesses, organizations A TRUE STORY BECOMES A 


and wedding resources. TONY- WINNING BEST MUSICAL 


Call 612-436-4660 to speak with a 
Sales executive and reserve your 
space today. 


Deadline: December 7, 2016 
Published: December 22, 2016 
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Step I: The Ceremony 
‘Who's in this wedding? 


The Perfect Guest's 


Guide 


to our 


Wedding 


| | Қ H C O BS O \ & you feel as though you're about to descend into a What’s gonna happen? 
state of panic, just pick me up and read me for Grand pct 
ir Greeting from the Joe-fficiant 
ROBERT HENKE em TEE 
; 1 77 Luke Shares Не Vows 
+ Bobby Shares His Vows 
Growing s Barden Ceremony 
Ше 6 Bobby Say"! 00" 


Photographer: Charnell Timms Photography 
Wedding Date: August 27, 2016 
Dating Since: August 27, 2012 
Location of Ceremony & Reception: 
St. James Hotel, Red Wing, MN 
Wedding Coordinator: 

Marissa Ostern, St. James Hotel 
Flowers: Flowers purchased from Preston Floral 
and Gift, arrangements by Luke 
Cake: Farmington Bakery 
Invitations: Luke 
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MAKE YOUR OWN 
Ыг vci WINE 


7 nis ANNEX ROOM 


Our wines are a great choice for you & your friends to make and enjoy. Choose from one 
of our standard varieties we have in stock, or if you're looking for something more 
unique we can make a special order. 


Contact us to make your own wine, beer or to learn more about hosting an event. 


691.228.1355 or email andy@vinepark.com 


1254 West 7th Street St. Paul, Minnesota 55102 


RIDAY OF EVERY MONTH 


408 Hennepin Ave S • МРІЅ; ММ 55401 > САҮ905.СОМ 


WHITE 
CHRISTMAS 


THE MUSICAL 


DEC 8-31 cnou»sio«savEBic 


Ar 
SPONSORED BY jc 


ЮБЕМЗАТЕМӨНГОН MUSICAL THEATER SERIES 
wearer seres R BremerBank 


қ = This activity is made possible by the voters of 

W = Minnesota through a Minnesota State Arts Board 
a CLEAN -- 2 

M E 


== Operating Support grant, thanks to a legislative 
651.224.4222 TTY 651.282.3100 


x appropriation from the arts and cultural heritage fund. 
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ALEX JOST & 
GLO BEATTIE 


Photographer: Josh Manley Photography 
Wedding Date: August 27, 2016 
Dating Since: November 16, 2009 
Location of Ceremony & Reception: 
Larson’s Barn, McGregor 
Wedding Coordinator: Jess Wallace 
Flowers: Jennifer Hauck and Duluth Flower Farm 

Cake: Lyndsay Smitke at SnazzyCakes 

Hair: Tammy Moll and Molly Klassen 
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Work as an 
Advertising 
Account 
Executive for 
Lavender Media. 


Great 
Commission! 
Fun working 
environment! 


LAVENDER 


Send your cover letter 
and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 


Fully indexed, Fully Searchable, Friends of Community Мар” 
When you can't find it, FOC it! 


LAVENDER 


JUKEBOX - VIDEO GAMES • 756 POOL TABLES • PINBALL 
DARTS • PULL TABS • ATM MACHINE ON PREMISES 
OPEN: MON.-FRI. 3 PM-2 AM ° SAT-SUN. 1 PM-2 АМ 


ENJOY OUR OUTDOOR SMOKING PATIO 
Singles Pool ea 
TOURNAMENT PT 


Sunday, October 16 * 4 PM 


/ 


NEVER A COVER CHARGE 


PROUDLY SERVING OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1952 


UNLIMITED CAR WASHES 


CAR WASH & LUBE CENTERS 
For a location near you visit: mistercarwash.com 
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JESSICA & LISA 
BERGERSON 


ay 


Photographer: Booray Perry 
Wedding Date: September 2, 2016 
2 Dating Since: July 20, 2015 
Location of Ceremony: 
EAR Anglers Cove, Redington Beach, FL 
i Y Location of Reception: Island Way, FL 
1 Wedding Coordinator: Bobbi with Perfect Florida 
5 ГЕ Beach Weddings 
% Flowers: Jessica & Lisa 
Cake: Publix 
Hair: Kelli at Creative Touches 
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Announcement includes a photo and up 
to 50 words. Appears in print and our 
online edition for 2 weeks. 


More and more people are traveling with pets, 
ahead of the curve on this one. ow Ps0 (by 


Lavender Magazine 
Ез time to hit the рабо! Have you heard of these new 
spots? ow ^ PsOGe (by оуб stoke) 


Lavender Мафагее 
Е Find out where ога 


DN dinde 4 


@lavmag 


Cosmetic and G 


Dental C 


612-332-0559 PARKSI 


D А. И — WWW.PARKSIDEDENTALPC.COM ATE А 
EM 825 S. 8TH STREET, SUITE 1216 | MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55404 


Heels Not 
Required 


The All New 2016 FIAT 500X AWD Crossover 
Now it’s as easy to travel through ALL 4 seasons as it is to purchase your next car 
from your friends at Luther FIAT of Minneapolis. 500X starting under $20,000. 


#Shortisgood 


Lutheg|FIATof | 
е Minneapolis 
1820 QUENTIN AVE | ST. LOUIS PARK, MN 55416 | 952-367-4400 | WWW.FIATMINNEAPOLIS.COM 
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JAKE PEGGAR & 
SWAPNIL MANE 


Photographer: 

Carla Crandall, Creative Image Photography 
Wedding Date: September 4, 2016 
Dating Since: July 2013 
Location of Ceremony & Reception: 
Warehouse Winery 
Flowers: Minneapolis Farmer's Market 
Invitations: Elegant Wedding Invites 
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OVER 15 AUTO 
MANUFACTURER 


Collision, Glass and More! CERTIFICATIONS AND 
| | RECOGNITIONS 


THE ONLY AUDI AUTHORIZED ALUMINUM COLLISION REPAIRER IN THE 5 STATE AREA 


Follow us 
@biggaynews 


CALL ror an APPOINTMENT 1-888-898-0016 on cer an onuineestimareat LAMETTRYS.COM 


[ r = Г Ww) rU Г p سے‎ | o'r Р 


2016 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 


а $ 349 LEASE 
T JEA E 4 Oi О 


pe LEASE 


MONTH = 


CALL US AT (651) 383-4449 fx м em A 


FF EVROLET 
Price 5 ey iiec SIR oe Spr уч с, pis T REWARDED 


5 bility at 
у ТЕТЕ ы n 35W & COUNTY ROAD C, ROSEVILLE, MN 55113 | WWW.ROSEDALECHEV.COM 


а Йе x. S tae 
What’s included? 
^ \ Factory: direct pricing from Volvo ы 
o round-trip tickets to Scandinavia ^ 
С hotel in Gothenburg, Sweden | (i 
e эрш services to Borton Volvo '. 


үү 


" 1 Call or A us for all of the details 
Е. mail dgustner@borton. com for a brochure 


Borton Volvo 612-821-2700 30 Berghe 


BortonVolvo.com т“ Borton Volvo 9^ 


394 & Louisiana in Golden Valley poA À 
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THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


EMPLOYMENT 


HOME SERVICES 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 

FEE ONLY financial planning 
NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


Struggling with 
Substance Abuse? 4» } 
Take the 1st step & call 


the nation's 1st, exclusive, 
LGBTQ+ treatment center 


Call PRIDE today. 
952-934-7554 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 


for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


FINANCIAL PLANNING SERVICES 


ATTORNEYS 


Gay B. Clapp, Attorney 
Wills, Estates and Trusts 


Integrity and Compassion 


Twin Cities Legal Service, PLLC 
7201 Ohms Lane - Ste, 215, Edina, MN 55415 
www.lindawray.com * 952-232-6465 


THOUGHTFUL 


FINANCIAL PLANNING 


Timothy J. LaPean, CFP®, ADPA® 
(612) 460-7355 


Timothy @thoughtfulfp.com — e 
Objective adi tead 
ThoughtfulFinancialPlanning.com От based eal oF 


GUN SHOPS 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


Family Owned & Operated 
For Over 60 Years! 


— 
(HAGENS 2222 ) 


FREE Estimates ° All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls * 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 
LaMettry's ' 


Collision, Glass and More! 


1-888-898-0016 LAMETTRYS.COM 
- 8 locations - Free estimates 


+ Fully stocked firearms dealer 
«Indoor shooting facilities 
«Training courses 
Robbinsdale, ММ. 763-533-9594 
Circle Pines, MN « 763-792-4867 
Hudson, WI > 715-690-1198 


www.billsGS.com 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Central Medical Pain & 
Addiction Clinic 


(651) 644-6002 


* Meth Addiction 

* Alcoholism 

* Opiate Dependency 

* Chronic Pain 

* Hormone Replacement Therapy 


393 North Dunlap Street, LL34, St. Paul, MN 55104 
www.centralmedicalmn.com 


DERMATOLOGY 


HOME SERVICES 


uptownoskinspa 
dermatology ae 
Education 
Experience 


Excellence 
..with a smile. 
Healthy Skin, it’s a 
Beautiful Thing! 


1221 W. Lake St., Suite 208, Mpls, MN 55408 
612-455-3200 * www.UptownDermatology.com 


Jaime Davis, MD 
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construction inc. 


It's that easy 


WE SPECIALIZE IN > 


Roofing Remodeling 

Siding Insulation 

Windows Home Energy Efficiency 2” 
CALL US 

612-888-8МАР (7627) 


SJ е 
— Aavalon Services 


‘ceptional Carpet Cleaning and More 


(mpossible to Forget 


д, alon»t 


Serving you for 100 years! S=SiNcE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 
www.goodstuffmoving.com 


MATT TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


e£ 


HOMECARE 


RESTORATION • RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE e REPAR 
CARPENTRY * KITCHENS * TILING * PLASTERING 
BATHROOM * CONCRETE • DECKS * PATIOS 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Your Complete Profesional HomeCare Company 

TODD OR LEE 

612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


OUR LAVENDER 


A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Loving and 'Loving 
in Splendor 


"Love is a many-splendored thing," runs the song lyrics, and often 
more splendored than people care to embrace. In fact, over decades, 
marriages between certain consenting adults have been banned, de- 
spite the song's declaration that "love is nature's way of giving a reason 
to be living." 

"Today's Lavender readers are more likely to be thinking of the 2013 
decisions that gave same-sex partners the right to marry, bestowing ob- 
ligations as well on those partners who now pluck that “April rose that 
only grows in the early spring." 

That last line is somewhat more specific than the “many-splendored,” 
touted in the rest of the song, since today there are late bloomers as well, 
bloomers and loves once forbidden to bloom at all. Not too long ago, 
not only were those joys assumed to be to one man and one woman, but 
more specifically, one white man and one white woman. 

A year short of a half-century ago, June 12,1967, the Supreme Court 
unanimously struck down Virginia's law prohibiting interracial marriag- 
es as a violation of the Fourteenth Amendment. The story of the appel- 


lants, Richard and Mildred Loving, of Caroline County, has been widely 
told, but now one of the bright spots of November will be the release 
of Loving, a British-American film starring Australian Joel Edgerton as 
Richard and Ethiopian-Irish Ruth Negga as Mildred. 

Speaking on the 40th anniversary of the Supreme Court's decision in 
2007 she stated, “I believe all Americans, no matter their race, no mat- 
ter their sex, no matter their sexual orientation, should have that same 
freedom to marry... I am still not a political person, but I am proud that 
Richard's and my name is on a court case that can help reinforce the 
love, the commitment, the fairness, and the family that so many people, 
black or white, young or old, gay or straight, seek in life. I support the 
freedom to marry for all. That's what Loving, and loving, are all about." 

At her death in 2008, Mildred Loving was survived by two of her 
three children, eight grandchildren, and eleven great-grandchildren. 
She didn't live to see the 2013 decisions, but she would applaud the ma- 
ny-splendored branches of that April rose now attainable by thousands 
more of her countrymen. ш 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Commu- 
nity Connection, call 612-436- 
4698 or email advertising@ 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION 

MN ADOPT 

Finding families for Minnesota's 
Waiting Children, providing pre/ 
post adoption services to all 
Minnesota adoptive families. 
777 Raymond Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115 


www.mnadopt.org 


ADVOCACY 

Arise Project 

Committed to LGBTQ homeless 
youth; providing services and 
safety in times of need. 

AOA S. 8th St., 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 
(612) 340-7500 


www.gtcuw.org/arise 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the 
health and wellness of LGBTQ 
communities through research, 
education and advocacy. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 


www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


MN AIDS Project - AIDS Line 
Statewide referral service for HIV 
information & resources including 
testing, care services, education 
around PrEP. 

2700 Territorial Rd. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

Metro: (612) 373-AIDS, 
Statewide: (800) 248-AIDS 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
http://www.mnaidsproject.org 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Park House 

Day health / mental health 
treatment program for adults 
living with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th St., Ste. 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/ 
page/park house home 


U of MN HIV Research 
Studies 

Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals to participate in 
research studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 
(612) 625-7472 


hiv.umn.edu 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of 
commerce working to invigorate, 
build & partner for a diverse 
business community. 

18 N. 12th St., Ste. 3606 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 460-8153 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EDUCATION 

Crosswinds Arts and Science 
School 

A Perpich Center for Arts 
Education middle school focused 
on diversity, inclusion, and student 
success. 

600 Weir Dr. 

Woodbury, MN 

(651) 379-2600 


crosswindsmn.org 


Minneapolis College of Art 

& Design (MCAD) Continuing 
Education 

MCAD Continuing Education 
offers art and design classes year- 
round for kids, teens, and adults. 
2501 Stevens Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 874-3765 


www.mcad.edu/ce 


EVENT VENUES 


Gale Mansion 

A beautiful historic mansion 
located just south of downtown 
Minneapolis for private or 
corporate entertaining. 

2115 Stevens Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 
(612) 870-1662 


www.galemansion.com 


Germanic-American Institute 
Germanic-American Institute - Old 
World Charm as the perfect 
backdrop for your wedding day. 
301 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 
651-222-7027 

www.gai-mn.org 


Minneapolis City Hall & 
Hennepin County Courthouse 
Step back in time and enjoy a 
historically beautiful wedding at 
the Minneapolis City Hall. 

350 S. 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN55415 

(612) 596-9518 

WWW. 
municipalbuildingcommission.org/ 
Events.html 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 
Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family 
Tree! Offering respectful, affordable 
sexual health services to meet your 
needs. 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 


www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental 
Illness) 

Providing free classes and peer 
support groups for people 
affected by mental illnesses. 
800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 


www.namihelps.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Check out our online catalogue. 
1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 
www.qlibrary.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your vacation 
plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


Weisman Art Museum 
Free admission every day. 
Located on the Green Line. 
Contemporary and early 
American modernism art. 
333 E. River Rd. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 


www.wam.umn.edu 


MUSIC 
Radio K 770 


Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of 
Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 
CANTUS 


"The premier men's vocal 
ensemble in the United States." - 
Fanfare Magazine 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 435-0055 


www.cantussings.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and 
New Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live 
entertainment: Broadway shows, 
music concerts, 

comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 
1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 
in an intimate setting in the 
lynlake neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 822-7063 


JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 
Enriching, inspiring and serving 
our community as a symphony 
orchestra internationally 
recognized for artistic excellence. 
1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

An epicenter of discovery and 
transformation celebrating 
innovation in the arts, 
performance, and academics. 
84 Church St. SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 
(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


The Minnesota Opera 
World-class opera draws you 
into a synthesis of beauty; 
breathtaking music, stunning 
costumes, and extraordinary sets. 
620 М. Ist St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(612) 333-6669 


mnopera.org 


Park Square Theatre 
Theatre for your heart, mind and 
soul 

on two stages, next to dining and 
jazz. 

Historic Hamm Building 

20 W. 7th Pl. / 408 St. Peter St. 
St. Paul, ММ 55102 

(651) 291-7005 


www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's 
Chorus 

An award-winning chorus that 
builds community through music 
and offers entertainment worth 
coming out forl 

528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 
www.tcgmc.org 


VocalEssence 
Now in our 47th year, 
VocalEssence is a leading arts 


organization based in Minnesota. 


1900 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
(612) 547-1451 


www.vocalessence.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


OutFront Minnesota 
Delivering programs/services in 
the area of public policy, anti- 
violence, education, training and 
law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest 
national Pride celebration seeks 
sponsors, volunteers, board 
members. Contact us today. 
2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 
402-7 

Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 


www.tcpride.org 


REAL ESTATE 

Parade of Homes 

Presented by Builder Association 
of the Twin Cities 

Where dream homes come true. 
www.paradeofhomes.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
All God's Children 
Metropolitan Community 
Church 

A radically inclusive community 
committed to being All God's 
Children FOR all God's children! 
3100 Park Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 824-2673 


www.agemcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church 
(ELCA) 

Exploring the promise of God 
for all. 

333 S. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, 
peace, community and 
proclaiming God's YES to all. 
4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 


www.eclc.org 


First Unitarian Society of 
Minneapolis 

A tradition of forward-thinking 
humanism at home in the here and 
now. 

900 Mt. Curve 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 377-6608 


www firstunitarian.org 


First Christian Church 

Come explore, be curious, and 
ask questions... a place where ALL 
are truly welcome. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fccminneapolis.org 


Pilgrim Lutheran Church 
Inclusive Christian Worshipping 
community that seeks, nurtures 
and empowers hungry minds and 
souls. 

1935 St. Clair Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55105 

(651) 699-6886 


www.pilgrimstpaul.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 
Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, 
Transforming. 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter 
1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Cathedral 

inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey, St Mark’s welcomes you. 
519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A thoughiful, gracious faith 
community welcoming all people. 
797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55105 

(651) 227-6311 


www.hohchurch.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all 
people regardless of sexual 
orientation or gender identity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 


Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 36 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 


www.tcgsl.org 


STATE FAIRS 

Minnesota State Fair 

The “Great Minnesota Get- 
Together” provides a world-class 
showcase that is innovative, 
entertaining and fun. 

1265 Snelling Ave. N. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 288-4400 


www.mnstatefair.org 


TRAVEL 

Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. 
Hotels and B&Bs. Attractions and 
events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 
Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 
4-DULUTH 

www.visitduluth.com 
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COFFEE SHOPS 


Fireroast, a gay-owned community coffee 
shop. Food & coffee created by a staff that 
cares! Meeting Space with a gender neutral 
restroom. 3800 37th Ave S, Minneapolis. 
(612) 724-9895, www.fireroastcafe.com. 


HOUSE CLEANING 


TERRY LIDDELL, Residential cleaning. 
Dependable - Honest. Excellent references. 
Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, flexible 
schedules in Minneapolis. Call Terry: (612) 
834-4887, the cleaningguy99(dgmail.com. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting in 
bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in South 
Minneapolis @ (612) 306-6323. 


Is day to day tension & stress making you 
a pain to be around? Let's work together 
to relieve your stress & achieve relaxation 
through massage. Reverent Massage by 
Tony. (612) 326-0518 for rates & availability. 


OFFICIANTS 
Rev. Gennifer Johnson, Blessed 


Harmony Spiritual. 


Ordained minister, 


wedding and event planning, premarital 


planning, Flower of 


Life Meditational 


Workshops. (715) 475-8268, www.blessed 
harmonyspiritualservices.com. 
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